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Are you looking for an easy way to remove and install your rig from the mobile mounting bracket?  The easy solution would be to use metric thumb bolts but here in the US, finding such things is not easy if even possible.  You could try and force a standard thread into your rig but then the threads are permanently damaged and damaged threads end up with a sloppy fit.  
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Sticking with a metric bolt is the way to go and you will find a good selection at your local Ace Hardware store.  You will also find a reasonable variety of thumb bolts but none with metric threads or any size even close to the metric thread needed.  

But you will also find an interesting collection of radio control knobs and even pot lid handles!  In examining the metric bolt options I quickly found the right size for my ICOM 2200H.  I also found the right size with a hex socket with the head about the same size as the ¼” shaft hole in the back of the radio control knob found earlier.  Close, but not quite! 
How about reaming out that hole just a little? Then use the control knob set screw to hold the hex socket metric bolt in place?  Would it work well?
Using a 9/32” drill bit, the metric bolt with the hex socket head fits easily into the control knob.  I selected a bolt close to the same length as the original bolts supplied with the radio to ensure the circuit boards inside are not damaged.
The knob should be placed in a vice with a cloth doubled to protect the knob from being marred or scratched.  If your drill has a low speed setting you will find this also helpful to ensure you do not drill too deep.
Drill at least past the depth of the set screw in the control knob to ensure a secure fit.  Using a 9/32 “ bit will provide a little play and when tightening the set screw, make sure the metric bolt is straight and not at an angle.  The picture below shows the various stages of assembly from the purchased parts to the reamed knob and finally the metric bolt held firmly by the set screw.
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Once assembled, you simply use the thumb bolts to replace the supplied bolts and you will find you can install or remove your radio without tools.  I now enjoy a professional looking and very effective mounting assembly that allows me to move my radio to and from my base station to a vehicle or to an emergency response communications kit in a matter of seconds.  

Drop me an email if you have any questions or suggestions at KE5HHY@gmail.com.  Take care, be safe and 73…..This is KE5HHY Clear.   
