	      KATY AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY MEETING MINUTES

June 9, 2014, Regular monthly meeting
West I-10 fire station 4, Franz Rd., Katy

Meeting called to order at 7:30 PM by president Bob WB3EWP.
All in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
23 Members and 2 visitors signed in.

The minutes of the May meeting were available in a handout form.  After two corrections to the minutes (corrections have been applied), the minutes were approved after a motion by Charlie KT5BBQ and seconded by John KF5LOE to approve them.
Treasurer Scott KT5SR reported a balance of $4548.09 in the checking account and after taking into consideration dues money to be deposited and an outstanding check for insurance, the club will have $ 4428.09 in the account.  Motion by Tom AE5QB and second by Charlie KT5BBQ to accept the treasurer’s report.  Motion passed.

Old Business:
It appears that the CW training class will be put on hold for now due to lack of widespread interest.
Jonathan KA8KPN gave an update report on the progress and efforts of the website committee.  He was able to obtain the master passwords from a former club member.  This will allow for updating and cleanup on the website.  Jonathan briefly explained how the website is set up and how it works.  He noted that if you have a previously assigned password, it should still work as normal.  J-Mag KD5SBI spoke to what she has been doing to bring the website up to date.  
The Board of Directors at its last meeting took up the issue of the difficulty in finding net control operators for the Tuesday night net.  The question put out for discussion was: Should we continue with the Tuesday net as currently structured or should we have a mix of formal nets and simple rag chew nets?  A signup sheet was passed around soliciting volunteer net control operators for the coming months.  Charlie KT5BBQ suggested a straw poll to find out what members want to do.  The general consensus was to keep the formal net the same and have rag chew time after conclusion of the formal net. 
Report from the radio room committee.  The Kenwood TS-140 and an MFJ tuner are in place in the room.  The Kenwood needs a high current DC power supply to operate which the club currently does not own  Mike KA5OXA expressed concern that the club obtain one that will have lasting durability. Tonight, Brian AF5IT, in the spirit of Ron K5CE’s request last month, donated a DC power cord for the radio.  Motion by Charlie KT5BBQ to purchase a power supply for the Kenwood TS-140 radio that is not priced over $200.  Second by Mark N5YUS.  Motion carried.
The committee also recommended the purchase of a VHF/UHF dual band radio for the room (the club having never had such band capability).  Motion by Tom AE5QB and second by J-Mag KD5SBI to purchase a dual band radio with a $550 maximum cost.
Motion passed.

New Business
Thank you to those who signed up for the Club Elmers sheet although more people are still needed.  Ham help will be available to those who request it on an as needed basis.  J-Mag KD5SBI is trying to set up the website to allow hams to inquire and receive a direct, personal reply.
Charlie KT5BBQ shared a personal anecdote of an experience that he recently had on a trip noting that it is very useful and handy to keep a list of all local repeaters in your vehicle at all times.  He also carries the roster of the KARS club.
Tom AE5QB reported that he was able to obtain all the VE materials from Sachiko W5IDF.  Hannu KT5FI asked just who are all of the Volunteer Examiners in the club?  The club has a need for more VE’s.
The Texas QSO party is September 27-28.  It is hoped that the fire station radio room will be complete and up and running by then.
There will be a 2 meter simplex contest in August.  See Ron K5HM for details.
Scott KT5SR reported that during summer time, there is little in the way of public service events, but the Houston Triathlon is coming up in early September.
The Plano Hamfest is this coming weekend.  Texas City follows on July 12.
Tom AE5QB asked would it be helpful for the club to obtain a portable tower?  Jerry KT5US commented on the cost of portable towers versus fixed towers.  





BREAK
Jack WB5KVV brought a delicious cream cake and cookies.

PROGRAM
Instead of a program tonight, the time was spent on preparation for the Summer Field Day coming up on June 28-29.   Paul W5PAG has been emailing out a list of needs so that members could sign up as they are able to help out.  He wanted to know if his emails had gone through as replies were very limited at this time.  Most of us will go to Luby’s for a hearty breakfast then we will assemble at Mark’s N5YUS house on Morton Road for field day.  He says there is room for plenty of parking.  Again, thanks go out to Mark for his generosity.  Some members have volunteered to bring snacks and “finger food” for during the day.  Saturday evening features a “pot luck” dinner.  Tables and chairs are still needed.  Also, one more band captain is needed.  Phil KJ5OW reported that he has tested the generator and all is good.  Dave WD8RZA has the delta loops and Bob WB3EWP has the filters.  A reminder to those coming to field day--bring plenty of water, Gatorade, etc., dress in light clothing, and wear a hat or cap.  

