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What is CERT? 

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)  

 
 FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency)  

 Volunteer emergency workers  

 Specific training in basic disaster response skills 

 Supplement existing emergency responders in the event 

of a major disaster 

 Assist family, neighbors, and community 



Harris County Citizen’s Corps 

• Community Emergency Response Team 

• Fire Corps 

• Medical Reserve Corps 

• Volunteers in Police Service 

• Neighborhood Watch 



CERT Training 

  

CERT training is FREE and takes about 24 hours 
(8 each 3 hours classes) 

 

Participants learn how to: 

 

•Identify and anticipate hazards  

•Reduce fire hazards in the home and workplace  

•Extinguish small fires  

•Assist emergency responders  

•Conduct light search and rescue  

•Set up medical treatment areas  

•Apply basic medical techniques  

•Help reduce survivor stress 



8-week CERT Course  
 

Covers the following:  

 

 Disaster Preparedness  

 Small Fire Suppression  

 Medical Operations and Triage I  

 Medical Operations and Triage II  

 Light Search and Rescue  

 Disaster Psychology  

 Terrorism Awareness  

 Disaster Simulation Drill  



 Who should take CERT training?  

 
 

 

•People interested in personal and neighborhood 

preparedness  

•Neighborhood Watch groups  

•Community leaders  

•Parents  

•Communities of faith  

•Scouting and youth organizations  

•Students, teachers, and administrators  

•Members of clubs and civic organizations 

•Basically - EVERYONE 



What do CERT teams do in an emergency? 

  

 

CERT teams help provide: 

 
 Critical support by giving immediate assistance to victims 

 Providing damage assessment information to first 

responders 

 Organizing other volunteers at a disaster site 

 Provide a workforce for performing duties such as shelter 

support, crowd control, and evacuation  

 Volunteers help themselves, their family, and others until 

trained emergency personnel can arrive 



 
The 8-week CERT Course covers the 

following:  

 Disaster Preparedness  

 Small Fire Suppression  

 Medical Operations and Triage I  

 Medical Operations and Triage II  

 Light Search and Rescue  

 Disaster Psychology  

 Terrorism Awareness  

 Disaster Simulation Drill  

 

  

Additional Training:  

Animal Response in Disasters  

Chainsaw Safety  

CPR/First Aid  

Incident Command System (ICS)  

Moulage  

Skywarn  

Traffic Control  

  

“Doing the Greatest Good for  

the Greatest Number of People”  

 

  

 

 

Cy-Fair CERT is a 501(c)(3) organization made up of 

graduates of CERT training in the Cy-Fair area. 

Monthly meetings are held to offer additional training, 

guest speakers, and educational opportunities.  

Also, training for MRC (Medical Reserve Corps) 

About Cy-Fair CERT  



Cy-Fair CERT Emergency Supplies 

Centralized Supply Container 
 Cy-Fair CERT  has a centralized Container with emergency 

supplies that can be used by all Cy-Fair CERT members.    

Two Neighborhood S.A.F.E. locations 
 There are two  S.A.F.E. (Supplies Available For Emergency) in 

area neighborhoods in secure locations so that there will be close 

access to essential emergency supplies when needed. 

Mobile S.A.F.E 
 A 6x10 trailer is equipped for  emergency response and displayed 

at various community events. 

 



Cy-Fair CERT opened the shelter  

at Jersey Village Baptist Church 4/18/16 

http://cw39.com/2016/04/18/flood-victims-find-comfort-in-jersey-village-shelter/ 
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Disaster Preparedness 

Are you prepared? 



Some threats to our region: 

 

 Hurricanes 

 Floods 

 Tornado 

 Heat 

 Drought 

 Wildfire 

 Winter Weather 

 Chemical Plant Fire 

 Pipeline Incident 

 

 

 

 Oil Spill 

 Terrorism 

 Urban Fire 

 Building Collapse 

 Utility Outages 

 Rail Accident 

 Mass Casualties 

 Epidemic 

 



Flooding (Allison) 2001 



Flooding (Tax day) 2016 





Hurricane Preparedness 





Hurricanes: Life Cycle 

Hurricane Ike: September 1-15, 2008 



Hurricane Ike 



Fundamentals of Survival 

1. Make a kit 

2. Have a plan 

3. Stay informed 

4. Be involved 

 



Have a Plan 

 Will you stay or go? 

 Where will you go? 

 When will you leave? 

 How will you get there? 

 Who will you take with you? 

 How will you stay in touch? 

 Who will know where you are? 

 When will you return? 



Make A Kit 

If disaster struck today, 

would you have the 

basic supplies to 

survive for 5 - 7 days? 



Sheltering in Place 

 

• Stay inside 

• Lock doors, close 

windows and vents 

• Turn off fans, central 

air & heating systems 

• Move to a ground-

level interior room 

with few windows 

 



Aftermath: Power Outage 

 

Parts of Harris County 

had no power for 

more than a month 

after Hurricane Ike. 

 

Seabrook, TX  9/15/2008 



Evacuation Help 

 

• 211 United Way program offers 

evacuation assistance to those 

unable to leave on their own. 

• Must re-register every year. 

• Do NOT wait until the last 

minute to sign up! 



Weather Online 

 
National Weather Service: www.nws.noaa.gov 



Extreme Weather Workshop 
www.hurricaneworkshop.com 



www.ncddc.noaa.gov/NEWIS 



ReadyHarris.com 



Beyond the 8-Week CERT Training 

 Specialized Training 

 First aid, CPR, AED 

 NIMS, ICS (FEMA online) 

 SkyWarn 

 Chainsaw certification 

 Traffic control 

 Crowd control 

 Psychological First Aid 

 Moulage 

 FRS/GMRS radio 

 Ham radio 

 



  

 Sources and Links 
 

 http://www.readyharris.org/  

 http://www.harriscountycitizencorps.com/ 

 https://www.fema.gov/community-emergency-response-teams 

 https://www.harriscountyfws.org/  

 http://www.211texas.org/  

 http://www.weather.gov/ 

 http://www.hurricaneworkshop.com/  

 https://www.ncddc.noaa.gov/activities/weather-ready-nation/newis/  

 http://www.cyfaircert.org/  

 https://harristxmrc.samariteam.com/ 

 

KG5JBJ@GMAIL.COM 



Thank you! 

 

Questions? 

Michael Deaver KG5JBJ 



2017 Cy-Fair CERT Rodeo Team 







Keeping People Interested 

 Monthly meetings 

 Informative guest speakers and programs 

 Hands on demonstrations 

 Skills review 

 Displays 
 

 Disaster Drills 

 Annual CERT RODEO participation 

 Our team coordinates 8-week CERT courses 

which are offered at least twice each year to   

Cy-Fair area residents. The courses help 

participants understand there is more for them to 

do besides just being personally prepared. 

 



Staying Connected 

 Frequent e-mail distribution on service opportunities and activities 
 

 Website (www.cyfaircert.org) has an online calendar of events, plus 
volunteer opportunities and resources 
 

 Monthly General meetings with educational program  
 

 Meetings of task-oriented committees as needed 

 



Course Module Descriptions 

Disaster Preparedness: 

 

Introduction to disasters, impact of disasters on infrastructures,  

the role of CERT’s in disaster response 

Small Fire Suppression: 

 

Identifying and reducing potential fire hazards, basic fire 

suppression strategy, resources, and techniques. 

 

Medical Operations & Triage – Part 1: 

 

Treatment strategies for life threatening conditions and 

principles of triage 



Course Module Descriptions 

Medical Operations & Triage – Part 2: 

 

Head-to-toe body assessment, treatment for various injuries. 

Light Search & Rescue: 

 

Techniques for size-up and search, lifting, cribbing and removing  

victims, rescuer safety. 

Disaster Psychology: 

 

Steps to reduce stressors during and after a disaster, how to organize 

teams to work systematically with one another 



Course Module Descriptions 

Terrorism Awareness: 

 

The definition of terrorism and terrorist goals.  The weapons that terrorists  

are known or are suspected to have and the risk posed by various terrorist  

weapons.  Cues that help to identify a when a terrorist attack has occurred  

or may be imminent. CERT protocols for terrorist incidents and protective  

action following an event 

 

Disaster Simulation Drill: 

 

Practice the skills you have learned with your classmates. 

 



There is a sign-up list for future CERT  

classes here today. 

 

Leave your name, email address, and phone  

number if you want to be part of this 

 

Training and starter backpack are free 



Langham Creek High School 

on FM529 in NW Houston 

retention pond the morning 

of 18 April 2016 

This is the usual view 

of Langham Creek  

High School 





Flood Waters 

 Many contaminants – not clean rainwater! 

 Hidden dangers – holes, open drains, submerged 

objects 

 Wildlife – snakes, ant colonies, etc. 

 Strong currents possible 

 Don’t drive until the water recedes and you know 

your vehicle ground clearance is adequate. 

 Roadbeds may give way after water recedes due 

to damage from saturation or washout. 



 
The 8-week CERT Course covers the 

following:  

 Disaster Preparedness  

 Small Fire Suppression  

 Medical Operations and Triage I  

 Medical Operations and Triage II  

 Light Search and Rescue  

 Disaster Psychology  

 Terrorism Awareness  

 Disaster Simulation Drill  

 

  

Additional Training:  

Animal Response in Disasters  

Chainsaw Safety  

CPR/First Aid  

Incident Command System (ICS)  

Moulage  

Skywarn  

Traffic Control  

  

“Doing the Greatest Good for  

the Greatest Number of People”  

 

  

 

 

Cy-Fair CERT is a 501(c)(3) organization made up of 

graduates of CERT training in the Cy-Fair area. 

Monthly meetings are held to offer additional training, 

guest speakers, and educational opportunities.  

Also, training for MRC (Medical Reserve Corps) 

About Cy-Fair CERT  



Cy-Fair CERT Emergency Supplies 

Centralized Supply Container 
 Cy-Fair CERT  has a centralized Container with emergency 

supplies that can be used by all Cy-Fair CERT members.    

Two Neighborhood S.A.F.E. locations 
 There are two  S.A.F.E. (Supplies Available For Emergency) in 

area neighborhoods in secure locations so that there will be close 

access to essential emergency supplies when needed. 

Mobile S.A.F.E 
 A 6x10 trailer is equipped for  emergency response and displayed 

at various community events. 

 



Other Community Support 

 Organized water supply drive at Berry Center to 

support fire fighters during Tri-County  Wildfires 

in 2011 
 

 Assisted HCPHES with Cypress and Northwest  

Harris County Community Assessment for 

Public Health Emergency Response (CASPER) 

survey in 2015 
 

 CFCARC supports area Field Day events to test 

radio communications and equipment. 

 



Hurricane Ike Experience 

Cy-Fair CERT Response to Hurricane Ike 

 Staffed the call center phone bank of Harris 

County Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management 

 Individual members assisted their 

neighborhood by helping neighbors and 

clearing debris off the streets 

 Assisted in FEMA POD supply logistics at 

Reliant Center 

 Volunteered at FEMA PODs throughout Harris 

County 

 Picked up MRE and water at FEMA PODs and 

delivered to immobile seniors citizens living in 

apartment complexes in low-income areas 

 Distributed food for Meals on Wheels program 



Going Beyond the 8-Week CERT Training 

 After-action lessons-learned 
debriefings 

 Specialized additional 
training 

 First aid, CPR, AED 

 NIMS, ICS (online) 

 SkyWarn 

 Chainsaw certification 

 FRS/GMRS radio 

 Amateur (Ham) radio 

 Traffic control 

 Crowd control 

 Psychological First Aid 

 Moulage 


