
FIELD DAY 2023
BRIEFING

Kori Rahman WX5KR                                                          Updated by Jimmy Vance

BVARC Vice President                                                                      June 2023



What is “Field Day”?



What is “Field Day”?



What is “Field Day”?
● ARRL Field Day is the single most popular on-the-air event held annually in the US 

and Canada. On the fourth weekend of June of each year, thousands of radio 

amateurs gather with their clubs, groups or simply with friends to operate from 

remote locations.

● It is a time where many aspects of Amateur Radio come together to highlight our 

many roles. While some will treat it as a contest, other groups use the opportunity 

to practice their emergency response capabilities. It is an excellent opportunity to 

demonstrate Amateur Radio to the organizations that Amateur Radio might serve 

in an emergency, as well as the general public. For many clubs, ARRL Field Day is 

one of the highlights of their annual calendar.



What is “Field Day”?

● An emergency preparedness drill and practice for field operating

● An educational and public outreach opportunity

● A contest. There are no official winners, but we all want to do well!

● A national day for getting with your ham friends and playing radio

● Field Day is many things to many people. But what it absolutely must be is FUN!



What Takes place at the Multi Club Field Day

● Set up radios for CW (morse code), voice, and digital

● Make great food

● Antenna build class

● Other presentations

● Radio Demos for unlicensed folks and newer hams

● Sleepover for overnight operators

● Raffle off radio gear and other ham stuff

● Satellite contact



Field Day 2023 a joint venture



BVARC, KARS, TDXS, UHARC Field Day 2023!

Where:

Fort Bend County Fire Training Field

260 Clay St.

Richmond, TX 77468



BVARC, KARS, TDXS, UHARC Field Day 2023!

When: June 23rd - 25th

● Set up on Friday June 23rd starting at Noon

● Officially Open to the public Saturday June 24th 9am - 6pm

● Contest hours 1pm Saturday June 24th - 1pm Sunday June 25th

● Clean up and break down Sunday June 25th 1pm-5pm



Technical Aspects and Challenges 

○ Radios

■ Antennas / Lifts

● Coax

○ Generators

■ Computers

● Headsets and keys



Radios

● Elecraft K3 and K3S



Antennas

● Beams
○ Tri-Bander 10m-15,-20m

○ 40 meter

● Dipole
○ 80 meter



Coax

● ½” Heliax is used on the long runs 

● LMR-400 is used everywhere else



Genset / Computers / Headsets

● Generator – Runs radios and logging computers

● Computers – Windows 10, with WiFi. N1MM logging software

● Headsets / Mic - Each station has a headset setup



Field Day Challenges

● Typical Home station



Field Day Station

All must fit within a 
350’ diameter circle



We have a great geographical location



Yagi–Uda Pattern 40m and Tri-bander



Where are most of the stations we work?





Triplexer and Band-Pass Filters



Whats inside the Triplexer?



What we end up with

Using K3’s, Triplexers / Band Pass filters, 

along with critical antenna positioning 

we can create a close spaced, non-

interfering, 10 transmitter operating 

environment  (in 24 hours)

Special thanks to Rick Hiller W5RH for the technical information
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Field Day 2023 Antenna Layout



Field Day 2023 Antenna Layout
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Field Day 2023 Parking Layout



Main Building Layout



Building Layout Saturday

Info. Table



Building Layout 
4pm Saturday -
Sunday morning
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Field Day Schedule

Saturday Education 

(Classroom A):

● 10am-11am Contesting 101 (Dave K5GN)

● 11am-noon DMR Intro (Richard KG5YCU)

● Noon-1pm NTS Traffic (TBD)

● 1pm-2pm 10m Dipole Build Class (Marc KI5ZHO)

● 2pm-4pm EFHW Build Class (Stephen W2WF)

Contest Operation:

● All SSB, CW, Digital Stations start 1pm 

Saturday till 1pm Sunday

● Satelite Contact ~5pm-7pm



Education

Antenna Build Classes:

● Each class has a limited number of slots (10 for the 10m Dipole, 20 for the EFHW)

● Each class will have some discussion of the antenna being built

● Each student will be provided the materials to build their antenna and tools needed

● Each student will build their antenna in the class and tune it outside afterwards

● Even if the class is full, we encourage you to watch if you are interested

● Sign-up for the classes is here: Tinyurl.com/FieldDay2023AntennaBuild



Antenna Class Sign-Up Sheet



Contesting

● We will be operating 10A (or more?)

● There will be 4 CW stations, 4 Voice Stations, and 2 Digital Stations (+?)

● We will be logging with N1MM software (please review if you can)

● Each station will have band plans, ARRL Section lists, how to call CQ, and band 

labels

● We will have a volunteer role: Station and Band Coordinator

● Positions should be selected before Field Day via the sign-up sheet

● Walk-ins are welcome, but those who signed up ahead of time will have priority 

at each station

● The Sign-up sheet can be found here: Tiny.cc/2023FieldDay



Operator Sign-Up Sheet













Volunteers needed

Friday:

● Antenna Crew (3)

○ Report to Bill W5VOM

○ Will help assemble and deploy the antennas, masts, and run coax

● Radio Crew (3)

○ Report to Allen N5XZ or Jimmy NA5D

○ Will help install filters, radios, power supplies etc.

● Computer Crew (3)

○ Report to Glenn WB5TUF

○ Will help connect up CPUs, monitors, keyboard etc. and make connections 

to radios

● Volunteer Sign-up here: Tinyurl.com/FieldDayVolunteers2023



Volunteers needed

Saturday:

● Station and Band Coordinator (1 hour slots for 24 hours)

○ Will guard the SSB+Digital room and keep noise down, distractions to a 

minimum and will make sure operators are following the sign up sheet

● Antenna Class help (1 hour slots for 4 hours)

○ Will assist antenna build class teachers with set up and clean up

● Talk-in Net Control (1 hour slots for 9 hours)

○ Periodically announce the net and event

○ Monitor the 146.940 MHz repeater and take any traffic (coordinating with 

volunteers off-site, give directions etc.)

● Volunteer Sign-up here: Tinyurl.com/FieldDayVolunteers2023



Volunteers needed

Saturday and Sunday

● Information Table (Saturday 5 slots, 1 hour each for 9 hours)

○ Will stand at the information table area and greet those who come in

○ Make sure everyone signs in

○ Show newcomers amatuer radio, explain what Field Day is

○ Provide handouts and promotional material

○ Direct folks to the appropriate rooms if they are signed up to operate

○ Demonstrate the WebSDR station

○ General Help

● Volunteer Sign-up here: Tinyurl.com/FieldDayVolunteers2023



Volunteers needed

Saturday and Sunday

● General help (2 slots, 1 hour each for 20 hours)

○ Will be there to keep an eye on the facility and provide general help as 

needed

● Sunday Break Down Crew (6 slots, 3 hour each)

○ Essential team to help disassemble and move out equipment

○ Clean up rooms

○ Restore rooms back to the way they were Friday

● Volunteer Sign-up here: Tinyurl.com/FieldDayVolunteers2023
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Volunteer Sign-Up Sheet

Tinyurl.com/FieldDayVolunteers2023



Volunteer Sign-Up Sheet

Volunteer Frequency Plan

General Volunteer FM Simplex: 147.550 MHz

Crossband repeat (to the 146.940MHz Repeater) 446.4375MHz PL 103.5 Hz

Leads Direct FM Simplex: 446.125MHz

Please program these into your HTs before the event.



Volunteer 
Sign-Up Sheet



Bonus Point Points Multiplier Total Bonus

100% Emergency Power 100 10 1000

Media Publicity 100 0 0

Set up in Public Place 100 1 100

Public Information Table 100 1 100

Message to ARRL Section Manager 100 1 100

W1AW Message 100 1 100

Message Handling NTS Traffic 10x 10 10 100

Satellite QSO 100 1 100

Alternate Power (Solar+Battery) 5 QSOs 100 1 100

Visit by elected Official 100 1 100

Visit by served Agency Official 100 1 100

Educational Activity 100 1 100

Youth Participation (1 contact x 5 under 18) 20 5 100

GOTA Station (Review Criteria) ? ? 100+

Web Entry 50 1 50

Safety Officer 100 1 100

Social Media Bonus 100 1 100

Total Bonus Points 2250

Bonus Point Prospects



One last thing…

???



Field Day Raffle

There will be a raffle!

Tickets will only be sold on site at Field Day

Raffle Items will include:

● 2m/70cm BaoFeng HT

● Ham books

● QRP 5-band Transceiver (CW,LSB,USB,AM,FM)

● More to come

● Please donate to the raffle!



Promote Field Day 2023!
● Post about the event on social media!

● Put up our “For the Public” flyers!

● Talk about the event on the air!

● Carrier pigeon!



More planning meetings to come!
Planning Meetings on Zoom every Wednesday at 6pm

● June 14th and June 21st

Field Day Planning Meeting in-person

● Saturday June 17th at 1pm at the Fire Training Field

260 Clay St

Richmond, TX 77468



BVARC.ORG & Reflector for updates



Questions?


